
Aux Sable Creek Watershed Tour
Wednesday, November, 21, 2008
Stop 1
9:00 Cotswold Fen (southwest of Yorkville)
· Wyndham Deerpoint Homes met us and walked us back to the approximate location.
· The group discussed the limits of the wetland, potential issues and how it relates to a proposed development.
· No pictures available for this stop, sorry.
Stop 2
9:30 Highpoint Road (southwest of Yorkville)
· Visit farm on Highpoint Road to observe filter strip practices and discuss their benefit to farmers and to water quality (stopping erosion).
· Discussed regulation and use of spreading Biosolids from local sewage treatment plant.  By the time Biosolids make it to the farm, it is safe to apply and is a good fertilizer.
· View pictures
Stop 3
10:00 Oswego Plains Road area
· Discussion of how large-lot subdivisions do not necessarily improve water quality.  
· Large expanses of turf grass require watering, fertilizer, pesticides and trimming.  All of these have environmental impacts.  In addition, short rooted grass (turf grass) cannot hold as much water and cannot filter pollutants like native grasses.
· Swales along edge of road could have native grasses that would infiltrate some of the water, rather than have it all run downstream into the Aux Sable and into the Illinois River.
· View pictures
Stop 4
10:00 Grande Park Subdivision (west side of Plainfield)
· Observed detention pond on west side of Ridge Road, near new school.  Discussion on detention pond practices and issues of sediment from construction in the ponds.  While ponds may be overdug, to accommodate sediment from construction, they generally are not checked to see if too much sediment is in the pond once subdivision construction is completed & whether it needs to be dredged in order to function as designed, in the post-construction period (for the subdivision).  Extra sediment can lead to lower capacity in the pond – resulting in flooding or backups in the subdivision.
· Observed challenges in construction, noting sites can have multiple jurisdictions: the subdivision (developer), school, park land, etc.  Coordination and responsibility for erosion and sediment control can be challenging in such a situation.
· Observed a silt fence that was in moderate condition and discussed the need for regular inspection to ensure it functions as intended/regulated.
· View pictures
Stop 5
10:30 Findley Road area (west of Joliet)
· Discussed current challenge about Findley Road.  A tributary to Aux Sable is along the south side of the road.  The road is in the floodplain.  While road can be reconstructed, it would be required to be elevated out of floodplain – raising it 8 feet.  We discussed issues of impact to tributary, cost of the road, etc.  
· Observed residences along road and the impact to these if road were closed.
· View pictures
Stop 6
10:50 Plattville
· Discussed the potential issues of septic systems in small towns and the possibility of failing systems discharging into the stream.  
· Observed terracing of the land and how portions of the town are in the floodplain.
· Link to pictures of Aux Sable Creek tributaries in Plattville, north and south of Chicago Road
Stop 7
11:10 Bill Pry’s house (2154 W. Bell Road)
· Bill Pry talked about erosion that has occurred on his side of the creek, as the creek is expanding its natural meander.
· Discussed how the middle of the creek is filling in with sediment from upstream.
· NRCS may have programs in place to assist with erosion & sediment filling issues.
· View pictures
Stop 8
11:45 Lunch at Joan Soltwisch’s house (16191 Hare Road)
· Art Hornsby came to discuss quarry and landfill concerns for site in Grundy County portion of watershed.  Quarry operation approved and underway.  Had heard some comments that it could potentially turn in to a landfill once the quarry operation completed.  Mr. Hornsby provided information from the Morris hearings and other information related to this site.
· No pictures available for this stop, sorry.
Stop 9
12:45 Soltwisch family dam (Wildy Road, west of Hare)
· Discussed the history of the dam and the potential for eventual removal and restoration.
· Discussed the current cattle usage of the area.
· View pictures
Stop 10
1:30 Brown Road cemetery (Grundy County)
· Observed two stems of the creek combining at this site.  Discussed the difference between various stems of the creek and how one can have higher quality than another.  Different species locate different places, based on different conditions – these are all part of the quality rating.
· Discussed need for committee members to spend time reviewing draft sections of the watershed plan report, as they are prepared.  This will likely start in January 2008.
· View pictures
2:15 End tour

