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Presentation Overview:

¢ NRCS / SWCD Introduction

» How We Cani Help You / Available
ReseuUrces

¢ Agricultural BIVIPS
¢ Pregram Assistance: Opportunities
o el Sellf Survey: iutenal



United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

¢ Since 1935, NRCS (originally called the Solil
Conservation Service) has proevided
leadership te help America’s private land
OWREFS andl managers conserve their soll,
water, and other natural reseurces.

» NRCS employees provide technical
assIStance Dased o/ seund seclence anad
SUlted e a CUSTemER'S SPECIc REES

9 Ve previderiinancials assistance e maumy/.
CORSERAtIGR acHVItES: PartiClipatiGR I our
PREEEMISHIS Vel LRt~



Kendall County
ey Soil & Water Conservation District

¢ A governmental body created by state law for the
purpose of promoting the protection and
conservation of the county’s and state’s soll,
water and related! natural reseurces.
— “Independent unit off lecall gevernment”
— Eermation Was In part a response to) the dust hewll of the

1930s.
¢ Kendall County: SWED! fermed on June 2, 1947

¢ Co-located with NRCS at the USDA Service
Center.

¢ Work items: technical assistance, cost-share
programsi (Consenvanon 2000 Prodram)
edlcation pregramis;, cCommuURIty/ assiStance,
resource materials and related services.
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aot R\ Grassed Waterways

¢ How It works

— A natural drainage way Is graded and shaped to form a smooth,
bowl shaped channel and then planted te sod forming grasses.

— Runoeff water that flows down the drainage way flews acress the
grass rather than tearing away soill and ferming a larger gully,

» How it helps

— Grass CoVer protects the
dirainage wWays; fifem guily,
eresion.

— VVegetation may, act a filter
2lRSERING SeME chemicals
andiRUEFeEnts I FReiirWater:

— V/Eegetaon preVICdES COVEN: o ML
smalllbirdsiand animals. T A g
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‘\c\\\‘“‘a Filter Strip:/
RO eW®  Riparian Buffer

¢ How it works

— Strips of grass, trees and/or shrubs slow water flow and cause
contaminants like sediment, pesticides, and nutrients to collect in the
vegetation.

— Collected nutrients are used by the vegetation, rather tham entering
water supplies. Eiltered water then enters water bodies.

— Glass;, thees ai ArUIeS provide
COVENR el sSmaliteias anaranimals:
Gholnd CoVvER EJUCES SOllFEneSIon:

MOV

EPELAtion; PrEVERILS CoRtAMINANES

e Qn'zermg Wetiele ojojeliels),
PretECH NG WWALEIRCBEIITY/~




aot I\ Field Border

¢ How it works

— Strips ofi perennial vegetation are established at the outside
edges of a field.

— The grass or legume I the strip protects field edges firom soll
eresion, and provides turning and travel lanes areund the field.

S i B .
— Vegetative cover reduces, sheet o 1 ol

andl rill erosion by slowing water " Bl ==
HeWE
— Vegetation Hltersrunoihtto _ ” o
improve water quality. | N o
— V/egetaon preVvides cover anad
antet e smallfpies and
animals:




W \Water and Sediment
W Control Basin (WASCoB)

L

¢ How It works

— An embankment is built across a depressional area of
concentrated water runoff to act similar to a terrace.

— |t traps sediment and water running off farmland! abeve the
structure, preventing) It firom reaching farmiand below.

o How it helps

— Basins Improve water quality
Py trapping sediment: i
uplands;and preventing It firem
reaching Water hedies;:

— Structures reduce gully, eresion
PV contreliie Water i ewawithanm
e diraipaeger aress:

= Glass) CoVermay/ provide
habratiermwilalne:
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) \°N Terraces

¢ How it works

— Terraces break long slopes into shoerter ones and usually follow
the contour.

— As water makes its way downi a hill, terraces serve as small
dams te Intercept water and guide it te an outliet.

o How It helps
— Both water guality: and seil
gualiitys are improved.
Ferraces; reduce gully eresion
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nate’ Windbreak

¢ How 1t works

— Multiple rows ofi coniferous trees or a combination of
coniferous and deciduous trees are planted to protect a
farmstead or feedlot firom wind and snew.

— The established windbreak slews wind on the downwind side of
the windbreak for a distance off 10 times the height off the
trees.

o Hew It helps
— A windbreak reduces wind eresion,
COMSERVES eneray, reduces heating  *
bills and beautifies a farmstead
— Trees serve as a sound barrier and
muiile reoad neise. 3
— rees andishrues) provide ieed and

cover for wildlife:.
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L) aW® Nutrient Management

¢ How it works

— Afiter taking a solil test, setting realistic yield goals, and taking
credit for contributions frem previeus years: crops and manure
applications, crop nutrient needs are determined.

— Nutrients are then applied! at the proper time by the proper
application methoed.

— These steps reduce: the potential for nutrnents te go unused
and wash or Infiltrate nte waterr supplies.

¢ How it REelps
— SeuRd RUETEnt managemeni
reduces; InpPUt costs and protects
Walter qualitys 1y preventing oVer: R
application: off commercial fertilizers ?x o,
andranimpaBmnapuReE: '




A Crop Residue
RO™ ow® Management

¢ How it works

— Leaving last year's crop residue on the surface before and during
planting eperations provides cover for the soil at a critical time
off the year.

— The residue Is left on the surface by reducing tillage operations
and turning the solil less.

— Pleces) off crop residue shield seil particles; firom rain and wind
untifplants can produce a Pretective canopy

o How it helps
— Greund cover prevents; seill eresion
@ ProteCLSAWaLEIR @ LUt/ e
— Residue improves soilltilthiandladds)
ereanic matter tortherson as i S e e G
dECOIMPOSES. PR R ST
— ime, energy and laboer savings) are i A S R
pessiblenwiithsiewer ull2ger tHips: - g Ry Ky




4" Planned Grazing
RO aw® System

¢ How it works

— Pasture is divided inte two or more pastures or paddocks with
fencing.

— Livestock are moved from paddeck to paddeck en a pre-
arranged schedule based on forage availability: and livesteck
nutrition needs.

» Hoew It helps

— |mpreves vegetatve Cover,
reducing eresion and Impreving
Water guality:

— Rcreases havest efficiency and
helpsi ensure adeguate ferage
thretgheuisthe grazZing SEasen

— Increases)iorage gualit/ and
preductioRWhAICHNHEIPS IRCHEase: &
e elficiency and can ImpreVve proflts




‘\“ Wetland

Enhancement

¢ How it works

— Most wetland enhancement work includes small structures
built to add water or regulate water levels in an existing
wetland.

— Adjustable outlets allow: the landowner te fluctuate the water
level during different seasens.

— Planting native wetland vegetation I plant pepulatiens; need! te
e supplemenited.

o How it helps
— Wetlands filter nutrents; chemicals
and sedimenit belore Water iniltrates
INLE greounRd Water supplies:
—\Veulands previderhalsitat o)
Waterieowl aneimany, Othelr SPECIES
eipwilaliie:




Q Streambank
‘ Stabilization

¢ How it works

— Using structures to stabilize and protect banks of streams
against scour and erosion.

— Structures include: stone toe protection, gabion baskets,
bendway weirs, rock riffles ,steams barbs, and vegetation

plantings.
— Bare soils on the slopes of the bank are seeded with sight
specific vegetation. \ R VI A AR i ]
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+ How it helps 8
— Streambanks covered with
rocks, grass, trees or other

cover reduce erosion



W\ Well Sealing

¢ How it works

— The sealing and permanent closure of a water well no longer in
use.

— |llineis State law reqguires water wells e sealed 30 days aifter
it 1S abandened and when| the well Isine lenger used te supply,
water...etc (77 lliFAdm. Coede, section920.120, Abandoned
Wells.)

o How it helps

— Eliminate the physical hazard of
an open hole to people, animals,
and farm machinery

— Prevent entry of contaminated
surface water into well

— Conserve yield and hydrostatic
head of aquifers




NRCS Program Opportunities
Technical & Financial Assistance

¢ 2002 Farm Bill Programs
— Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

— Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Pregram (CREP)

— Envirenmental Quality: Incentive Progkam
(EQIP)

—\Wildlie SHapitatsincentive Pregram
WP

—\VetlanarRestoraienr Rrogam(WWiRE)




SWCD Program Opportunities

Technical & Financial Assistance

¢ Conservation 2000 (C-2000)

— Erosion & Sediment Contrel Practices (ESC)
— Nutrient Management RPlan Practice: (NIVIP)

— Water Well' Decemmissioning Practice (\WWDP)
— Speciall Projects (SP)

— Streambank Stabilization & Restoration
Program (SSRE)

— SustaianierAgrculttre Grant: Progrraim

¢ Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Pregram (CREPR)



Helping People Help the Land!

Ifi you would like a conservation needs
assessment done on your farm NRCS and
the Kendalll County: SWCD would like' te affer
QU assistance.

Withl yeur permmission we wWill- review: your;
farm), develop a persenalized conservation
plan and Propese Conservation assistance
pregrams te Relprwithithe cest of the
Installaten:

Call fer an appoeintment 630-555-5457" ext. 3
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